
Deurllt beloved...

We are gathered here todoy to mourn the loss of you, and the loss of ltour poor compunittn.s

sitting here v,ith vou today. Welcome to Room 163. In many religious texts. this room is referred to

as lD, where you will be cast into a lake of sulfur and suffer eternally...or. at least for | 8 weeks (if

someone upstairs REALLY has it out for you. then they probably have changed the l8 weeks to the

entire year-in that case, I give you my blessing. because I doubt onvone has survived the 36 straight

weeks of | 63 ).

Do a little looking around the room. would you? First. let's start with the students

themselves. Look around the class. You will see some people just reading their own letters with

wide eyes. Others will be talking nervously. waiting for the bell to ring. A few may be sitting

straight up in their chair. confident. with a pencil and paper out and sporting a huge calculator. These

cocky. confident few will learn. just as willthe rest of you-that you don't just strut into 163 like it 's

Pathfinder-this class is the real deal. These cocky. confident few might very well be the ones that

break down into tears in the coming weeks.

In the far lelt of the room you can see a row of fil ing cabinets. where everv couple of weeks

or so, you will watch the front row prisoners trudge slowly down the aisle as if they were walking

down the Green Mile to pass out folders to the rest of their row. Beware these folders. They bring

tears and anguish to many. If you are sitting in the front row. move-now. Your seats are already

pre-determined. but you don't want to look like you are eager to be a folder-distributor. I was one of

those few-rnaking that slow trudge to the bins every few weeks was definitely not fun. But enough

of that. Behind that you will see a row of windows. Look carefully-this might be all you'll see of

that vague world they call "the outside" over the next 18 weeks. Glance toward the back of the room

and you will see a desk with a computer. This will probably be the only time you ever see that. Take

your eyes offthe front of the room again and before you know it. you've missed the most important

thing you will ever learn in your live-EVER, and now it's time to take an exam on it. But oh, make



su re toa t l eas tg lancea t thec lose tnea r thedoor .  I f  Shegoes in the re . i t ' s  ve r r , \ , e ' r ' bad .  Th i s i sF l c r  \

spice cabinet. where She keeps horrible torture devices. as w'ell as very. ven- hard quizzes. .\picr

quizzes. Beware!

She. though? Who is "She?" She has made geniuses fail and grown men cry. Her hunger for

F 's is insa t iab le .  Herpaceof ins t ruc t ion isunbearab le .  Herc lass i tse l f i sunmanageab le .  She is

probably standing at the front of the room now. with the cold" calculating stare at each and every one

of you poor. unfortunate souls. lt 's ber-n said that if you look closely enough. you can see the horns

under that jet  black hair .  She is Ms. Chan. and you are si t t ing in her Geometry ( let 's hope not

Honors) class. You played the Russian Roulette. but this time the bullet was in the chamber.

Welcome to your Doom.

Drama aside (as in. the past page and a half-although it's very much true) welcome to Ms

Clhan's Geometry (really. let's hope not Honors) class. You obviously need to start carrying around

a rabbit's foot or something for good luck from now on-when it comes to classes. you'd probably

be hard-pressed to find a harder Geometry (l 'm serious. Iet's pray you're not in Honors) class. So

n o w w h a t ?  Y o u ' r e s i t t i n g i n t h i s c l a s s . w i t h A T L E A S T  l 8 m o r e w e e k s t o g o b e f o r e v o u ' r e f r e e .

What do you do'/

See. you're lucky. I  wish I  had some kid from Ms. Chan's class tel l ing me what to do.

Before I got into her class. all I ever heard were horror stories. So here's to hoping this letter is a

horror story with a linle bit of advice mixed in for good measure.

Since you and I  both know that l8 weeks ir"u f  ong t ime. I 've made a nice l i t t le checkl ist  for

you to keep up on. Just rip it offand throw the way the rest of this garbage if you want. Just make

sure to keep the checklist! It 's l00o/o effective if you want to pass (no guarantee though). In fact,

step one, before doing anything else. is to get a good binder. Don't get a Yz inch or inch binder-you

need at least I % inches of pure Mathematics. Don't worry about looking like a nerd-for the next



l8 weeks. you're going to be completely nerd-ified. Get one with the clear fronts that I'ou can slide

papers in-and slide this list in on the back one. Okay. let's get down to the nitty-gritr1.

I have made an AWESOME binder.

Chapter

Very important. Your goal for your binder is that you should be able to

publish it and it would be accepted as a religious manuscript for the new religion

you're starting. Geometricism. My suggestion is that you have 5 sections. Now. vou

can do whatever you please with your binder as long as it's organized. but this is just

my suggestion. Notes, Homework, Theorems, Definitions, Journals. Notes should

be where you keep (most importantly) your all-powerful conjectures. This is the stuff

you'll have to teach yourself. and let's be generous and give a page for each section.

okay? It keeps every'thing nice and organized. Throw in the occasional notes in there

as wel l  (we don't  do too much of that in this class).  KEEP EVERYTHING IN

THERE AND IN ORDER! Now for Homework. another very large section. Keep

all your homework on looseleaf and in order by section. Write out the question and

answer. If you're lazy ltke I was. you can just use a scanner (if you have one) to scan

the page(s) of the book. and copy them onto Microsoft word. 
-fhen 

go to print>

PropertiePPrint Color Images in black and white. Load looseleaf in your printer the

correct way (depending on your printer) and print. Voila! My homework is all l ike

this and it really makes everything neat and trim.

The final three are optional but I recommend them. #3 is Theorems. a.k.a.

"conjectures." After you finish a chapter. go onto word or whatever you use. and

type up conjectures. Print them out on a chapter by chapter basis. I found the easiest

way was to name them if they are not already named, give the section and

investigation title, and type up the conjecture. Here's an example.

Chanter 4
This is.iust a suggestion. Do it

Title ho*'ever it works lbr you. And bv the

V 
4.1.t C-l: Vertical Angles Conjecturek----- wav,l'mtotallvgivingvousomething

Investisatio n/ 
vertical angles *. cong*.nt *------oni".*.il1$H:T#"How wow' I rorgot



Next up is Definitions. Label these in alphabetical

how much work that is, doing it myself and all) and make

section at the end for reference. Here's a good example.

order (1'es. I DO knou

sure to tack on the

Alphabetized

Finally, there's Journals. This is kind of the lonely section that doesn't get

used too often. However. it 's stil l good to have in the back. At the very least. the

few papers you get will be kept out of the rest of the binder.

Make sure to keep everything in order. Another thing I never mentioned

color. Ul" lOt-Oni .D That is one thing I never took advantage of (being a

was

guy

and all) but I stil l recommend it to you. Go out and buy a pack of multicolored

highlighters. Use them often----oh. and most importantly. be consistent. lf you're

going to make the conjectures in blue. keep them blue fbr the whole year. Using all

these techniques. you'll have an awesome binder---one that will come in handy for

the dreaded NOTEBOOK CHECKS.

Notebook checks rock. Trust me. If you have an awesome binder. they are

really just | 5 minutes of listening to good music as you leisurely copy problems from

your notebook paper. The Chan requires conjectures and homework problems, but

you're all set-your notebook is pristine. Start today. Don't put it off till tomorrow.

It's Armageddon outside and I'm still sitting in my chair, ready to learn.

Don't leave the Chan's class. Ever. Even if you feel like crap. just come for

her hour wrapped in a blanket (if you're really. really il l...come in a bubble.)



Seriously, you don't want to make it  a habit of missing the Chan's class. \ 'ou can be

sick other days-right now. vou don't have time. Schedule appointments around her

class. If you absolutely have to miss a day (like. you have two broken Iegs and you

can't make it to the phone to call 9l I and ask them to take you to the class because

the roof happened to cave in and the electriciry is down and your phone is an antique

and it doesn't work and you got into an accident and forgot how to speak English

an-) then make sure to get the info from one of your groupmates. Which brings me

t o  m y  n e x t  p o i n t . . .

I know my group members like the back of my hand (sometimes even better).

Your group members are the basis for your learning experience in the Chan's

class. When you find out who they are. open that tancy new agenda that you have

gotten (or you better get soon) and write every single one of them down. Write their

numbers. their  e-mai l  addresses. their  house addresses. their  social  securi ty

numbers- just k idding.. . that might technical ly be i l legal.  Don't  stalk them or

any.thing (which is also i l legal) .  but become fr iends with them. I f  you already know

them (as I did) then you're one step ahcad of the game. The group setting is where

you'll be doing the majority of your math fun in this classroom-get to know those

faces. I f  you EVER HAAAAVE to be absent.  cal l these kids and get detai led

information as to what you have done the day(s-l really hope you didn't take off

TWO days of the Chan!) Why am I being so adamant in telling you to never come to

class unprepared? You can blame it on this man.

||ilil/l|lil



t

I fear and despise Michael Serra.

Michael serra is the cause for all your pain and suffering in the Geometric

world' He is the author of your new Geometry book. Discovering Geometr r-, and

apparently he hasn't quite discovered what Geometry is. since he leaves all these

discoveries foryou in the form of "lnvestigations" ratherthan just wasting less ink to

come out and tell you what the theorems are. (You'll notice that the book is in black

and white. and all of his artists are high school students save for a few...a great way

to save money wasted on typing up thousands of investigations). Fearing and

despising Michael Serra is key in your study of Geometry. Whenever you can't

figure out something in his book. just pull out this letter and stare at the man-his

l i feless smile. his soulless eyes. It  is his fault.  A burning hatred of Michael Serra

will come naturally-and if you imagine that your goal is to beat Michael Serra. to

call  that man up when you get an A in Ms. Chan's class and laugh at him. saying

"Haha! You couldn't fail me!"-that. my friend. will make it all worth it.

I make sure to bring flowers and candies for the substitute.

No joke, kid. Butter that sub up all you want. on the very few days that the

Chan is absent. a sub will be given the authority to grade you based on your behavior.

It's really a I of 2 chance---either you get a stupendous. fantastic. amazing..grade,,.

or a horrible. terrible. appalling. vomit-inducing "grade." No middle ground. my

friend. no middle ground. That's why you need to butter your sub up as much as

possible---otherwise, they get on a power trip and start the threats. I had a sub in her

class once that actually went up to the board and started ptaying with our minds-

pretending to circle the worse of the two grades, snidely chuckling to himself as he

put the marker back. By the way, he looked like Kevin Bacon-but that isn't

important. What is important is that you butter the sub up---oh, and be good. would



you? Foryoursakeandmine.  I f yourc lasss tar ts toac t l i ke id io ts . theny 'oureser \e

the liberry to shut them all up. Because if you get a bad grade...you mav end up

with.. .A SPICY QUIZ!! !  Remember that c loset I  was talk ing about '? l 'm serious.

fear that closet. The spice cabinet is where the Chan keeps her most diabolical of

demonic exams. I've never had the misfortune of getting one of these things myself.

but I've heard the horror stories. Whole classes have failed. even those cocky.

confident kids that I mentioned a while back. I doubt the Chan even has the answer

key. because the problems are probably so hard that she can't even figure them out.

And even if she could. she knows that none of you can. so she probably just takes the

stack and chucks i t  into the f i re that she has out back (after giv ing everyone a - l l100).

I here she also burns little children in there too-hearsav and rumors. no doubt-

an----oh wait. I 'm getting back to the drama. ,.r'rrnou. on. Really. just don't anger

the subs. because you DON'T want spicy quizzes. Really. No. Spicy:bad.

make sure to deflate my head (and ego) before entering the Domain of the Chan every day.

You've just passed your first test. and you even got the highest grade!

Congratulations. I'm proud of you. You should be proud of you too. But don't get

too proud. If you get too proud. you get cocky. and getting cocky in the Chan's class

is a no-no. Cockiness means you don't do your homework and don't study for your

tests. and it means you stop paying attention. Really. in the domain of the Chan, you

are constant ly being humbled. And i t 's ok. You' l l  be wrong sometimes. You' l l  be

right sometimes. And if you're right more than wrong, don't get too full of yourself.

I 've seen it happen-trust me. I've been through it all. remember?

have set a goal for myself, but that goal doesn't translate into murder.

No, I'm really not kidding. If it's still up on the board. take a gander at "Ms chan's

Top Five Divas." If you're a skilled Geometrician. you'll see your name on there one



\day. And it 's coolto be up there. you know? A bit of bragging rights (not roo much.

remember...). Just don't get preoccupied with the board. Set a goal for vourself in

the Chan's class. but make it something other than "getting to #l on the Divas."

Make it more along the lines of, "l'll get an A." If you get preoccupied with the

Board" you' l l  begin to disl ike the person(s) above you. Disl iking is never good.

especially in a class like this. Don't forget to deflate your ego and realize that some

people are better than you. When you do that. you won't have to won-y about the

board-a nice addition to the classroom thanks to the Chan. but nothing too serious.

Base your goals on you. not anyone else. This will make for a nicer. more rrleasant

Geometry experience.

I've kissed my family and friends goodbye for the next 18 weeks.

This class requires determination. Having said that. please don't start crying that you

won't be able to hang out with any kids your age until that beautiful day l8 weeks

away. It's a joke. All I'm going to say is that this class demands determination.

How ever much you give is proportional (more math) to how much you eet back.

I practice, practice, practice.

Finally. just remember those three words. Not just practice. Practice, practice

practice- You'll need all three. The Chan is nice enough to give you pretests. Do

them' More than once. Review and fix your homework. Practice doesn't make

perfect, but it will get you pretty damn close.

I hope this checklist will help you in your Geometric study (that is. if you took the time to

read it)' Remember to keep at least the checklist-it should come in handy. I wish I had something

like this when I came into the chan's class. so take advantaee of it!

6;:w,e
TIM BISHOP



,KZZY7ZZZ;,ZVZZZZZZ\
)r Ahan's AhealkT,il,st 71)r
)I
N
)r
)s
N
N
N
N
N
N
)r
)r
N
N
N
N
N
N
N

A GTIIDE FoR PASSII{G GEOMETRY WITH Ms. CHAN 
74

n lhave made an AWESII'iE binder.

tr lt's Armageddon nutside and I'm still sitting in my chair, ready to learn.

I I know my group members like the back of my hand (snmetimes even better).

tr | fear and desuise Michael Serra.

n I make sure t0 bring flowers and candies for the substitute,

7a
7/
7a
71
7/
7/
7/

7/
71
71
7/
7/
7/
7l

I lfi:Ot 
sure t0 deflate my head (and esn)before Bntering the 0nmain of the [han every 

71

n I have set a goalfor myself, but that goal doesn't translate into murder 71

tr l've kissed my family and friends gondbye for the nEXt lB weeks. 7/

f, lpractice,practice,practice. 7/

And, i f  you're in Geometry Honors l ike I
was. . . remember a l l  o f  the above-you also get  th is

specia l  good- luck charm.
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